
StoryTown “Go with the Flow” Comprehension  Name ______________________________ 
 

Ultimate Field Trip 3: Wading into Marine Biology (p. 305) 
1. Byssal threads allow animals called _______________ to tie themselves to rocks and 

seaweed so they don’t get washed out to sea.  They use filtration in order to get food.   

2. Dog ______________ drill holes in barnacles, snails, and mussels and eat the creatures 

inside the shell.  Moon snails eat clams in the same way, by drilling a hole in the shell 

with its tongue.   

3. The ________________ causes tides.  Its gravity acts like a magnet pulling Earth’s 

oceans.   

4. If a sea star’s arm is cut off, it just _____________ another.  If you cut it in half, one 

starfish could become two. 

The Florida Everglades (p. 323) 
1. The everglades is a wetland ecosystem with plants, animals, and water in 

_____________ Florida. 

2. People wanted to create more land so that they could use it for ___________, so they 

drained the area. 

3. Today, the Everglades is only __________ as big as it was one hundred years ago.  

However, people have been working to protect and preserve this area.   

A Drop of Water (p. 361) 
1. Water is made of very tiny particles called _______________. 

2. A water droplet changes shape as it falls because of ____________  ____________, the 

force that causes water’s surface to cling and shrink.  Surface tension helps hold the 

drop together, as if it were held with an elastic skin. 

3. The energy that keeps water moving is _____________.   

4. If water cools, the molecules slow down, and it becomes ______. 

5. Ice is a solid only at temperatures of ______ degrees Fahrenheit (0 degrees Celsius) or 

colder. 

6. Water vapor occurs when water “condenses,” or changes from a gas to a 

____________.   

7. When the air is humid and the temperature drops in the night, _______ covers the land 

in sparkling drops of water.  If the temperatures fall below freezing, __________ forms.   

  



Waves and Current (p. 392) 
1. A __________ is the up-and-down movement of surface water. 

2. A ________________ is a long wave that moves very fast and is caused by an 

earthquake or volcano. 

3. As air around the equator is heated and moves toward the poles, a _______________, 

or stream of water that flows like a river through the ocean, is created.   

4. _______ currents carry water away from the beach and can flow faster than 2.4 

m/second. 

5. El Nino is a change in weather patterns over the ___________ Ocean due to currents.   

Diving into Ocean Exploration (green book) 
1. Ninety percent of all sea life is found in the light zone, also known as the 

_____________ zone.   

2. _______________ is the name of an underwater lab in Florida where 6 scientists can 

stay for up to two weeks at a time to study sea life near coral reefs. 

3. Coral reefs are underwater ecosystems that are threatened by pollution and changes in 

water __________________. 

4. In the twilight zone of the ocean, many creatures are _________________, which 

means “able to make light.”  They use their lights to attract prey or as a weapon. 

5. Although the midnight zone, or dark zone, contains about ________ percent of the 

ocean’s water, it only contains about _____ percent of its living creatures. 

6. Unlike other parts of the __________ zone, hot vents near underwater hot springs are 

full of life such as octopuses, mussels, crabs, lobsters, and tubeworms. 

7. The ____________ Trench in the Pacific Ocean is the deepest place we know of.  (It’s 

deeper than Mt. Everest is tall!) 

8. In 1960, two men, Jacques Piccard and Don Walsh answered the question “Can life exist 

in the deepest part of the ocean?” The answer they discovered was: _________.   

 

 

Writing – Many people think a trip to the seaside is simply relaxing, but there is a 

lot more to the ocean than meets the eye.  What interesting facts do you think a 

person should be aware of before traveling to the ocean? 

 

 

 


